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In this condition, one or more bones develop a destructive, tumourlike lesion which on histological examination is found to consist largely of eosinophil cells and macrophages. Otani and Khrlich (11)40) considered that it should be given the name of solitary granuloma of bone, but Jaffe and Lichtenstein (1944) who made an exhaustive study of the lesion were of opinion that eosinophilic granuloma would be a better name. The condition appears to have been first described by Smith (I8().r)) who considered that the lesion of the skull in the case described by him was a ' dried-up abscess.' Similar areas were present elsewhere in the skull. The cases up to 1925 were reviewed by Schiiller (192(5) . Cases were later reported by Kyrkland (1926) , Stowe (1927) and Rowland (1928) . Finzi (1929) , Mignon (1930 and Schairer (1938) (Green & Parber, 1942) . Although any bone may be involved proximal to the wrist and ankle, according to Herbut (1948) those most often affected are the skull, pelvis, vertebrae, ribs and long bones. The membrane bones are said to be most often involved but, as Hill (1949) has pointed out, while the incidence is high in the skull and ribs, the figures relating to the clavicle, mandible, pelvis and scapula show that the condition has no particular preference for these sites. Moreover, the femur is found to be affected as a solitary site more commonly than any other bone except the skullAccording to Hill (1949) April, 1950) showed an area of bone destruction at this site ( Fig. 1) (Fig. 4) (Hill, 1949 Dundon et al. (1940) in which there were lesions of the sternum and of various groups of lymph glands. Biopsy specimens of both sternum and axillary glands showed the histology of eosinophilic granuloma. Cases have also been reported by Merritt and Paige (1933) , and Chester (1930) in which there were widespread lesions of the Letterer-Siwe type but indistinguishable histologically from eosinophilic granuloma. In summarizing the pathology of the condition, Holm et al. (1944) (Fraser, 1935) A case of eosinophilic granuloma of a rib is described. Resection of the affected segment was followed by cure. An apparently similar lesion m the skull has now almost disappeared spontaneously.
